
Elementary Weekly Update - April 27, 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
 

I hope this Monday finds you all healthy and safe.  I am writing today,with a brief 
message to keep everyone updated on what’s new. 
 

We will be sending out third quarter report cards tomorrow through the US mail. For 
students in grades K-6, these will look largely similar to previous report cards you have seen, 
with the exception of the note that our grades are based on a shortened marking period, where 
we were not fully able to assess students in all of the ways that we typically do prior to the 
distribution of a report card.  Our fourth quarter report cards are likely to look different than any 
previous grade reports and will reflect the work done by students remotely, and any work done 
when, or if we return to school for instruction before June. 
 

We are starting week 4 of new remote instruction, and I hope that your children are 
getting more accustomed to signing in to the Google classrooms and participating in live 
meetings.  I want to encourage parents to check-in with your children to make sure they are 
staying engaged with the materials assigned by their teachers, so they keep up to date with 
assignments and keep their skills sharp. 
 

I do want to provide some clarification for those that are struggling with prioritizing work 
from different teachers.  As I have mentioned before, we have worked hard to ensure that we 
created services and supports as equivalently as possible to the supports and services available 
to your children when they were coming to school every day.  We have heard feedback that 
completion of all of this work is challenging and sometimes very challenging!  I want to offer 
some relief to those struggling, that we want to highlight the importance of core courses 
primarily. So for the Elementary School, your classroom teacher’s assigned work in 
Reading/Writing/Math/Sci/SS are the first assignments that we would like your child to complete.  

 
While we are providing assignments and supportive resources from our specials 

teachers, I would suggest that these could be considered secondary in importance, so if your 
child is struggling to complete assignments in core courses, I would suggest that these be set 
aside, at least until a later point.  Similarly, we are offering support from our reading teachers for 
some students, and Gifted and Talented programming for some students.  These are not core 
courses, and while they can offer valuable resources to our students, if you do not want your 
child to participate in these activities, you can let those teachers know, and they will not be 
penalized.  

 
Again, our goal for this remote instruction is to provide instruction that will keep your 

child’s skills sharp, and keep them learning. We do not want to unduly burden children or 



families, so please use your best judgement about what is manageable for you and your child, 
and above all, keep in contact with your child’s teacher. 
 

Have a good day! 
 
 
Mark Foti 
Elementary School Principal 
 


